nmit | S Te Pukenga Jem aMIen’

MEDIA RELEASE

Embargoed until: 7pm 25 November 2022

BAM 2022: Award winners announced

A multi-media installation referencing identity and the lifecycle of plants was awarded the
Jens Hansen Gold and Silversmith Excellence Award at the opening of BAM 2022— the end
of year exhibition by Te Pikenga NMIT Bachelor of Arts and Media akonga (students).

Joel Fitzwell from Jens Hansen Gold and Silversmith congratulated Sass Curry on her winning
work, titled ON FUTILE GROUND: A Floriographical Investigation of Self.

“I'm thrilled to be presenting this award to Sass — the top final year student. We’re proud
to continue our support for NMIT students and are consistently impressed by the creativity
of the work produced here in Nelson.”

“l wish all students every success for their future in the creative arts, wherever that may
take them,” he said.

The assessors, all NMIT arts and media tutors, said Sass Curry’s work demonstrated a

remarkable degree of creativity, consideration, and resolve.

“The work is at once personal and critical, offering viewers an engaging display that reflects
on art and identity,” says Te Pikenga NMIT principal degree studio coordinator, Mark
Baskett.

This cohort of Bachelor of Arts and Media akonga has faced and overcome a challenge like
no other according to Trisha Krishnasamy, Curriculum Area Manager of the Creatives —
Technologies and Service Industries.

She says it’s quite special to be able to celebrate the achievements of these students as the
COVID-19 pandemic took hold within a month of them beginning their first year of the
degree programme.

The lockdowns and changes to studio space continued to cause disruptions and challenges
throughout their three-year journey.

The 2022 graduating class are also very grateful for the support given by the sponsors.
BAM is curated in coordination with The Suter Art Gallery Director, Julie Catchpole.

More information: BAM2022: a showcase of Bachelor of Arts and Media student work

Other awards announced at the BAM 2022 exhibition opening were the:


https://www.nmit.ac.nz/news/bam2022-a-showcase-of-bachelor-of-arts-and-media-student-work/

e Nelson Suter Art Society Distinction Award:
Emily Schneider
Honor Stephenson
Omar Drummond

e Impressions Distinction Award:
Honor Stephenson

¢ Framing Rooms Distinction Award:
Sarah Pumphrey
Emily Schneider

Photos available:

Photos of Sass Curry, Excellence Award winner with Joel Fitzwell from Jens Hansen Gold and
Silversmith, are available from Rachel Hampton Fine Art direct: rachelhamptonfineart@gmail.com

BAM 2022
Venue: G-Space Gallery and 2 Floor G-Block, Nile Street
When: Saturday 26 November to Sunday 4 December, 9am to 4pm daily

Meet the artists
The akonga are holding a ‘Meet the Artists’ on Sunday 27 November, 2- 4pm.
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